New conductor has symlj_)hony soaring

A THEW MGCARTHY, MECORT STAFF
pr-Dieskau conducts the
3 Symphony at the

Centre in the Square Friday evening.
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M:Lrtm Fizcher-Dieskan has an ox-
traordinary ability 10 create

satnd ancl imoge.

Friday, at Raffi Armenian Theaire
in Centre in the Square, Fischer-
Dieskau accomplished what many
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony follow-
ers hanve wished for some bong years —
I brought ot the very best of a very
fine orchestra, Fischor-Dieskau, the
symphony's nowly appoinbed Prinei-
pal Conductor seems, by all meailable
evidenoe, tobe the right person for the
fask.

Graceful, tall, and impeccably at-
tired, Fischer-Dieskan towered over
tho stage, commanding the Klichener-
Waterloo Symphony players with
style The opening measures of
Beetiven's Violin Concorto n D
ware 80 olggant and unhurried as to
recall the serenity of the legendary

maestres, Incloding von Karajan,
Furtwangler, Previn and Stokowski.
His chosa to arvange the placement of
the players in an odd, but fully effe.
tive manner As the oboes, clarinots,
bassoon, and horns revealed their
conteibutions to the appropriate wind
sound of the perfod, the nesulting dig:
nity and clarity of phrase usherad in
the porfect setting for solojst Stephen
Sltarski's first brilliantly executed
siatemanis,

Sitarski and Fischer-Dieskau,
along with the orchestra, made a ter-
rific toam. Sitarskl has technigue and
expression and the beautifnl sound to
match Fischer-Dieskau's vast range of
musical intentions.

How much more exquisiie can this
picea ba, with Sitarski, in the second
movement, balancing elaborated, fgu-
rated, embroidered phrases with the
nobility and tact Beethoven intended?
And there was such visceral bounce

in the final Allegro to promoie the
nearly full house to stand and clap ai
length,

aitarski 15 n fabulous performers
One of the best. But let's not neglect (o
mention that the Kitchener-Waterloo
Symphony players are all excellent,
and totally responsive (0 a top-drmwer
conrductor like Fischer-Dieskon.

They performed Peter Hateh's ale.
mental Revelller with sensitive intelli-
gence. Hatch malkes it out that he
wrate this plece inspired by visits to a
rustic cotiage. Somehow there are
darker forces involved in this 2001
composition. Bul it's that troubling
undertone, which surfaces in the mid-
dle, that lends Hatch's work its dopth.
A doep it s

Utimately, Hateh's sensé of shape,
and Fiszcher-Dieskan's reverent read-
ing, turned this performance [nto a
trivmph of orchestral writing. Haich
has a hroad palette of orchestral ex-

pressions, and writes extremely well
for the Kilchener-Waterloo Symphony
personnel he has come (o Know over
i past years,

Years ago, Raffi Armenian
dreamed of turning his expertly de.
gigned hall inte a venue for perfor
mances of Richand Wagner's operas,
Redemption through true love, he
nsed bo s Well, itwas fittdng that Fis.
chiar-Dieskon conducted n selection af
excorpds fnom Wagner's Ring eyele, in-
cluding the rousing Ride of the
Valkyries. The plavers worked hard
and produced thrilling sounds, and
smiled as they received thunderous
applaunse, Evervone, no doubt, s ea-
perly anticipating the upcoming fall
concart. in which Fischer-Dieskan
will lead the orchestra and various lo-
cal choirs in a performance of
Beethowm’s %th Symphony

This magnificent concert repeated
at Centra [n the Square on Saturday




